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• General Overview of Dungeness Watershed
(the River, Endangered Fish, Hydrogeology, Aquifers)

• Dungeness Irrigation Water Rights Overview 
1999 Comprehensive Water Conservation Plan

• Ecology agreements with irrigators (1998 and 2012) 

• WRIA 18 Watershed Plan

• Annual Water Use by Irrigators- 2024

• 2013 Dungeness Instream Flow Regulation (173.518 WAC)

• Annual Operations of Dungeness Water Exchange

• Estimate number of water wells in the Rule area and the rest of Clallam County

• Update about June 5, 2025 Drought Emergency Declaration for WRIA 18



Wide variation in flow in Dungeness River -
on top of the ~15 inches of precipitation/year
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ESA-Listed Species in the Dungeness
Listed as Threatened with Extinction (65CFR42421 – 1999)

Chinook Salmon Chum Salmon

Bull TroutSteelhead

Sockeye Salmon 4



Side Looking View of 
Regional Ground Water Flow System (looking West)
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Seven Irrigation Companies have Senior Water Rights that provide 
gravity flow irrigation water to about 6,500 acres of farmland and 

rural lands in the Dungeness Valley
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May 2005 – Elwha-Dungeness 
                      Watershed Plan
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Recommendations of the Dungeness River 
Agricultural Water Users Conservation Plan 

Environmental Impact Statement
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Purpose of the Conservation Plan
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Washington State Law prohibits the development of any right 
to wasted water.  Current users of water cannot require 
maintenance supplies based on continued waste.  
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Conservation Plan EIS 
conclusions regarding 
the “do nothing” 
alternative – i.e. leave 
everything “as is”….
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Elwha-Dungeness Watershed Plan 
Recommendations
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Continued…
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1998 MOU 2012 Amended
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Water Rights included in 1998 
and Amended 2012 MOU 

between Ecology and 
Dungeness Water Users 

Association
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2012 Ecology-DWUA 
MOU

Conditions of Water Use
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Annual Reporting of irrigation water use by 
the Dungeness Water Users Association
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Summary: In the 2024 irrigation season, DWUA diverted about 12,000 acre-
feet of water to irrigate ~6500 acres
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WAC 173-518 
Dungeness Instream Flow 

Regulation

Rule adopted November 16, 2012 as 
Chapter 173-518 WAC

Rule in effect  as of January 2, 2013

• Purpose of the Rule
• Protect existing water rights. 
• Protect instream resources.
• Set up a framework for future 

water management decisions.
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• Each Mitigation Certificate 
currently costs $5,250  

• This is a one-time fee

• WWT* maintains DWE
       revenue in a separate account

• Each mitigation decision debits 
a 130 AFY “water bank” that 
has been operated by DWE 
since 2013

*WWT – Washington Water Trust – a non-profit NGO based in Seattle and Ellensburg

For each NEW (generally single domestic) private water use from a well since January 2013
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GREEN

Indoor, 2,500 square foot Outdoor 
and stock (up to 15 ungulate 
animal Mitigation Certificates 
available

YELLOW

Indoor only Mitigation Certificates 
available
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How many "exempt wells" are in the Dungeness Rule area of Clallam County?

       There are a total of 5,555 exempt water wells in the Dungeness Rule area. 

How many water rights are there in the Dungeness Rule area (strictly for multiple domestic or 
municipal uses?

       There are 144 water right permits or certificates or small Group B water systems on 
       a single exempt wells serving usually  3-14 homes, that use groundwater from well(s) to 
       serve more than one home in the Rule area.   

       So, this would amount to 5,699 total water wells in the Dungeness Rule area.  
       In addition, some the larger water rights like Sequim and Clallam PUD systems would use 
       more than one well.
 

Some additional information….
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Some additional information….

How many exempt wells are in all of Clallam County?

       There are a total of 8,761 exempt water wells in all of Clallam County.  Subtracting the number of wells in the 
Dungeness Rule area (5,699) – there are about 3,062 wells in the rest of the County.

 

How many water rights are there in the rest of the County (strictly for multiple domestic or municipal uses?

       There are 80 water right permits or certificates or small Group B water systems on 
       a single exempt wells serving usually  3-14 homes, that use groundwater from well(s) to 
       serve more than one home.   

       So, this would amount to about 3,142 total water wells in the rest of the County.  
       
       Some the larger water rights like Forks and Clallam PUD systems would use more than one well.
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For further questions or information, 
contact:
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