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Wide variation in flow in Dungeness River -
on top of the ~15 inches of precipitation/year1



ESA-Listed Species in the Dungeness
Listed as Threatened with Extinction (65CFR42421 – 1999)

Chinook Salmon Chum Salmon

Bull TroutSteelhead

Sockeye Salmon



Side Looking View of 
Regional Ground Water Flow System (looking West)
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Seven Irrigation Companies have Senior Water Rights that provide 
gravity flow irrigation water to about 6,500 acres of farmland and 

rural lands in the Dungeness Valley2







Recommendations of the Dungeness River 
Agricultural Water Users Conservation Plan 

Environmental Impact Statement3 



Purpose of the Conservation Plan



Washington State Law prohibits the development of any right 
to wasted water.  Current users of water cannot require 
maintenance supplies based on continued waste.  



Conservation Plan EIS 
conclusions regarding 
the “do nothing” 
alternative – i.e. leave 
everything “as is”….
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Elwha-Dungeness Watershed Plan 
Recommendations





Continued…





1998 MOU 2012 Amended
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Water Rights included in 1998 
and Amended 2012 MOU 

between Ecology and 
Dungeness Water Users 

Association



2012 Ecology-DWUA 
MOU

Conditions of Water Use



Annual Reporting of irrigation water use by 
the Dungeness Water Users Association6













WAC 173-518 
Dungeness Instream Flow 

Regulation

Rule adopted November 16, 2012 as 
Chapter 173-518 WAC

Rule in effect  as of January 2, 2013

• Purpose of the Rule

• Protect existing water rights. 

• Protect instream resources.

• Set up a framework for future 
water management decisions.
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